Day 1
Read either or both of the balanced arguments. The one about dogs may be more suitable for year 5 or struggling  readers but either is suitable. Reading both texts will give you a greater feel of discussion texts. Choose one of the articles and answer the following questions.
1. What is the title of the article. Why do you think it is posed as a question?
2. The first paragraph introduces the argument but doesn’t give an opinion either way. The second paragraph in both articles lists one side of the argument. List 3 reasons why dogs should be kept on leads or list 3 reasons why chocolate should not be eaten for breakfast.
3. The third paragraph in both texts introduces the other side of the argument. How does the third paragraph start? Why do you think they use those words? How else could they have started that paragraph? 
4. Now list 3 reasons why dogs should be let off leads in parks or 3 reasons why chocolate should be eaten for breakfast.
5. The arguments in each paragraph are linked by words ( types of conjunctions) to start each sentence to  help the text flow eg  firstly, another reason, a further point, furthermore, some people believe. How has the writer linked sentences in the paragraph 2 and 3 in the  text you are reading?
6. What words does the writers use to start the last paragraph? Why? Can you think of other ways they could have finished?
7. In the last paragraph, the writer choses to support one side of the argument but the writer does not push their viewpoint and takes into account the other view. What does the writer think? What do you think after reading the article. Should dogs be allowed off the lead in parks? Or Should children be allowed chocolate for breakfast?
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