The Witches Spell – from Macbeth




	Learning sequence
	
	Key Questions
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	Let’s Listen – listen to the Witches’ spell and repeat the spell and think about the rhythm and rhyme that make it like a poem. (There is a written version attached too).
Listen here: The Witches Spell Audio Link
	Pick out key words – which words do you like? Which words do you not understand? Highlight these on the poem

	

	Get Talking – with a talking partner talk about the words you liked in the spell and the what you already know about witches (think about this if you don’t have someone to talk to about it).
	Which words are unfamiliar to you? If you had to choose a favourite word, which word would you choose? How do witches move and talk etc?
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	Listen again to the spell: The Witches Spell Audio Link
	What kind of voice does a witch have? How would they say the words in the spell? Can we split the poem up in to parts to make it easier to say?
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	 Activity: Make a collection of words/images of ingredients from the spell.
Pick out the ingredients from the existing poem and record these on a piece of paper or post-its 

	Why are these things important to the witches’ spell? What do you think they can they do? How do they make you feel?
What was in the spell? Can you pick out the information you need?
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	Welcome to the Cauldron – You are going to create your own spell today and we need to think of our own ingredients to put in the cauldron. 
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	What would you like to add to the cauldron for your own spell? Record these pieces of paper.
	What horrible ideas can you come up with? If you had a cauldron, what you put inside it?

	

	:
Think how the rhyme and rhythm work; tapping, stamping or beating it out if that helps. Highlight the rhyming words, so that they are very clear to the children in the original text. Use the sheet attached to look at the rhyming patterns.
Write your own spell.
	Use the word bank created in the earlier session and on the worksheet (following)
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	Fun Activity: Mixing ‘potions’ using sand or water/designing potions using paints and crayons to create zany patterns.
Alternatively, create a “potion” in a jar by drawing or making ingredients and putting them all in a jam or pickle jar.
	Mixing, stirring, measuring
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The Witches’ Spell from Macbeth
By William Shakespeare 

Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
Fillet of a fenny snake,
In the cauldron boil and bake;
Eye of newt and toe of frog,
Wool of bat and tongue of dog,
Adder’s fork and blind-worm’s sting,
Lizard’s leg and owlet’s wing,
For a charm of powerful trouble,
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble.
Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.





Fill this cauldron with your ingredients
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Word-bank
beak
fizz
spider
snail
body
fry
boil
snake
breath
grill
roar
worm
tear
horn
skin
lung
claw
ear
nail
eyelid




[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Write a spell for a witch by filling in the gaps
Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 
Body of blue-black fly,
In the cauldron ____________ and ________________;
Slime of ________________ and ________________ of _________,
Skin of _____________ and ____________ of ______________,
Vulture’s _____________ and weasel’s ____________________,
Beetle’s ______________________ and lion’s ___________________,
For a charm of powerful trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble.
Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 


Word-bank – try tricky words in here 

















L.O.: I can write with a partner 
L.O.: I can write on my own
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Write a spell for a witch by yourself!
Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 
	

	

	

	

	

	



For a charm of powerful trouble,L.O.: I can use a word bank of words to create a poem
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Like a hell-broth boil and bubble.
Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 
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