English w/c 6th July
This will be the last English assignment that we will be setting this term. 
On July 4th restaurants open; people are allowed to go on holiday in England, and you can even get your haircut. Shops are open and families can visit the zoo or a theme park. More importantly, it is now possible for families to stopover with loved ones, who aren’t shielding, in other parts of the country. As the restrictions on our freedom loosen, can you cast your mind back to 23rd March when we went into lockdown? Where were you when you heard? How did you feel?
What was your experience of lockdown? Did your feelings change as it went on? What was the best part? What was the worst part? Did you learn a new skill? How did you exercise? Did your family have a special celebration during lockdown and, if so, how did you celebrate? Did you miss out on a holiday, a wedding or another milestone event?
Hopefully lockdown will be once in a lifetime event that we will never have to repeat. As a class, you were encouraged to keep a lockdown diary- some of you have shared them with us. All of you have had unique experiences.
Generation Lockdown is an exciting writing competition that’s just been launched for ages 7-17. Take a look at the website
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 
You have until midnight on Friday 17th July 2020 to write about life in lockdown during the coronavirus crisis, and submit your work to be judged by a published author. You can write about a personal experience, craft a poem or a creative story – the choice is yours!
You don’t have to enter the competition but, if you do, your entry must not go over 700 words. To give yourself a rough idea of how much writing you should be aiming for in your competition entry piece, try writing 100 words first. Allow yourself to ramble about your initial thoughts and feelings during lockdown. Don’t worry at this point if some of what you scribble is nonsense or not in full sentences; this exercise will get you thinking and warm up your ideas. Look at how much space you have taken up on the page and think about what x7 more might look like. If you’d prefer to word-process your work straight away instead of writing it by hand, do: you can then use an electronic word count function to do the counting for you. (Save your work regularly!)
In order to submit your entry, you will need to copy and paste your writing into the online form so it will need to be typed out even if your drafts are handwritten. You don’t have to do this all by yourself though – as long as the writing itself is your own work, you might prefer to persuade a fast typist in your family to copy it out for you.
This week we would like you to write about your lockdown experience. Use your diary as a starting point for some of your paragraphs.
Monday 6th July
Looking on the internet, I found lots of quotes from children and adults about life during Lockdown. The only whole piece of writing I could find was from Anya, a sixteen year old, who was about to take her gcses. 
Read the article and answer the questions.
Do the vocabulary work

Questions
1. Why was Ayra disappointed that she was unable to do her gcses?
2. She realises the situation is ‘for the best and for her own safety’. What does she mean?
3. What do their family do to prevent them getting bored in lockdown?
4. What two things did Ayra really enjoy doing during lockdown?
5. What was the most disappointing thing for Ayra about finishing school early?
Vocabulary
There are 10 words highlighted in purple. Look up what they mean and then have a go at writing your own sentences using these words.

Tuesday 7th July
 Today we would like you to write your introduction to your own lockdown experience. Where were you when you heard? How did you feel?
I have modelled my own opening paragraph:

Sitting on my sofa listening to the daily bulletin on Monday 23rd March, I was stunned when Boris Johnson, our Prime minister, announced we were all to stay in our homes – a nationwide lockdown in a bid to stop the spread of the corona virus outbreak. I already knew it was serious: schools had closed on the Friday, public transport was shutting down, pubs and restaurants could no longer open, and loo rolls and  pasta could not be found anywhere in the supermarkets. However, being told I could only leave my home for a limited amount of exercise a day and could only drive for essential travel really shocked me. The most significant set of restrictions on British life in living memory had been put in place!
Wednesday 
Today we would like you to think about some sentences you may wish to use in your writing. We are going to practise using subordinating conjunctions: if, since, as, when, although, while, after, before, until, because to create subordinate clauses
Remember a subordinating conjunction can start a sentence to create your subordinate clause or end the sentence.
Before we started our home learning each day, we did our Joe Wickes workout.
We did our Joe Wickes workout before we started our home learning each day.
Remember you only need a comma after the subordinate clause if it starts the sentence.
While my mum was working in the dining room, we had to keep quiet!
I had never baked a cake until we went into lockdown.
Because my Nan (who lives with us) is shielding, we had to have home deliveries each week.
Use all the subordinating conjunctions in separate sentences.
if, since, as, when, although, while, after, before, until, because
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Today choose two paragraphs to write about lockdown; I have put some suggestions below. 
The highlights of lockdown…
The worst thing about lockdown…
Home schooling…
Missing the end of term….
Not seeing family and friends…
Celebrations in lockdown…
New skills in lockdown…
Think about how you may start your paragraph and how the opening sentence shows where the paragraph is going to go…
The first week of lockdown was a novelty…
Celebrating my dad’s fiftieth birthday during lockdown wasn’t quite what we had planned. Instead of a big party, we….
One of the worst things about lockdown was realising I would miss all the end of term treats…

Friday 
 Write two more paragraphs about lockdown. Your second paragraph may be the easing of lockdown and how that made a difference to your life. 


W/C 13th July 
Finish your lockdown experience. How will you end your lockdown experience?  Will it be a summing up or looking into the future?
Edit it and check you have only got 700 words if you want to send it into the competition. How exciting if  your work was published in the book!
